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Preface, or Advertiſement, 


7 | HE ſudden Change that has 
happen d while this Piece was 
in the Preſs, made me, at firſt, think 
of altering ſomething in the Drapery 
and tile Fd it: But, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, I judged it would anſwer 


the End altogether as well to let it = 


make its Appearance in the Dreſs it 
Was ae in. The Nature of the 
Subjeft being ſuch as requires the ut- 
moſt Diſpatch, in this dangerous and 
critical Conjuncture, there might, per- 
haps, be more Inconveniencies in alter- 
ing the Method of the Piece, in order 
to humour the Taſte of ſuperficial Read- 
ers, than in ſending it into the World 
in its preſent Form. Let who will be 
in Place or out of Place, Thambly con- 
cerve that the Plan laid down in the 
following Sheets ts ſuch as ought to be 
purſued, as far as the Circumſtances 
of Affairs will permit, by every Britiſh 
Minift er that has a Mind to W 


( 

the drooping Condition of his Country, 
|  #phich he cannot do but. by avoiding 
thoſe Rocks and Hhelves on which the 
late Minifter had like to have ſplit 
the Nation; and likewiſe flatter my- 
ſelf that his Succeſſors in particular, 

as well as all Parties in general, will 
find ſome uſeful Hints in them to regu- 
late their future Conduct. Beſides, 
if any ſuch Thing as a Screen be in- 
rab J 22 never repine at 

if it be fer the Good of the Nation, I 
think I have partly accounted for the 
ſeeming Neceſſity of it, by excuſing in 

the beſt Manner I could the Conduct of 

the Perſon to whom the Pieve is addreſs. 
ſed. So that upon the W hole, as the 
= in the Miniſtry does not any 
way invalidate the Propoſals I have 
offered for the Service of Great Britain, 
| I believe the Publick will approve my 
ö Judgment in not altering the Stile 
i and Method of this Letter, which 
g would only Pave been throwing away 
B a little Time to little Purpoſe. | 
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LET TER, &c. 


y 


OUR long Experience in 
publick Affairs; the great 
Applauſe you met with in 
your ſenatorial Capacity, be« 
fore you came into Power, 
when you were the Darling 

of every Friend to Liberty, a warm Advo- 
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cate for the Houſe of Auſtria, and a moſt 


ſtrenuous Oppoler of the Bourbon Schemes; 
and the great Figure which, in one Senſe I 
may ſay, you have made in the World ſince 
Heaven was pleafed, for our Sins, to place 
you at the Helm of Great-Britain, have 
prevailed upon me to Addreſs to you, as the 
propereſt Perſon, a wy impartial Confiderg 

Wills 


— . 
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lions on the ſore diſtracted State of Af 
fairs in Europe. 

It is a Rule with all able g to 
lay down to themſelves ſome certain Plan 
or Maxims to ſteer by, from which they 
may, nevertheleſs, deviate as they ſee Oc- 


caſion, according to the Circumſtances of 


Affairs. Thus our Hiſtory furniſhes us with 
various Examples of the Conduct of our 
Miniſters, ſuited to the then State of Af- 
fairs in Europe. One while we oppoſed the 
Houſe of Auſtria and ſupported France, 
becauſe the former gave juſt Umbrage to 
Europe in general : But when France after- 
wards grew ſo faſt upon that Houſe, as to 
threaten not only its Ruin, but likewiſe to 
enſlave the reſt of her Neighbours, we then 
very prudently changed Sides, and did as 
much to humble the French as we had done 
before to ſecure Europe againſt the ambitious 
Deſigns of the Houſe of Auſtria. | 

Happy had it been for Great-Britain, had 
her Miniſters always ſteadily purſued thoſe 
Maxims, and by giving timely Aſſiſtance to 
the weakeſt Side, kept the Scale even | From 
your Conduct, when out of Power, Britons 
had all the Reaſon in the World to expect, 
when you came into Play, that you would 
prove one of the ſharpeſt Thorns in the 
Sides of the Houſe of Bourbon. The un- 


common Warmth with which you oppoſed 
the 
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1 
the Meaſures of the Utrecht Treaty-Makers, 
was an Earneſt that you would exert all 
your Faculties in keeping under that aſpiring, 
ambitious Nation, France, by oppoſing all 
the Attempts ſhe might make upon her 
Neighbours, and fruſtrating in Time her 
deep Deſigns upon our Trade. This, Sir, 
I fay, is what we had not only great Rea- 


ſon, but alſo a Right to expect from you: 
But, no doubt, you had very cogent Rea- 


ſons for changing your Maxims, and laying 


| down a new Syſtem of Politicks, which 


(give me Leave to obſerve with all the De- 
ference due to your ſuperior Judgment) has 
been productive of all the Calamities, which 


Europe in general, and this Nation in par- 


ticular now groan under, IS 

I have long ſince had ſtrong Apprehen- 
ſions, which late Experience has con- 
firmed me in, that it is a more difficult 


Task for a Britiſb M----- r to ſteer ſteadily 


and uprightly, than it was thirty Years ago; 
and that when an exoticꝶ Intereſt interferes 
with that of his own Country, he may 
ſometimes be forced, in ſpite of his Teeth, 

to make the latter give Place to the other. 
I don't inſinuate that it always happens ſo, 
though I don't doubt but you are conſcious, 
Sir, that you could, if you pleaſed, pro- 
duce ſome ſuch Plea for ſeveral extraordinary 
Steps, which cannot otherwiſe be accounted 


-D '2 for, 
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for, without making you the arranteſt Blun- 


derer, if not the moſt corrupt, or the moſt 
ſilanimous Miniſter that ever preſumed to 

t at the Helm of Affairs. You ſee, Sir, 
that I am willing to account, in the moſt 
favourable Manner I can, for your running 
counter to thoſe Maxims which gained you 
To much Applauſe in the earlier Part of your 
Life, It is poſſible that you found, upon 


your coming into Power, a Plan laid down 


for fleecing your C----try, and making it 
ſubſervient to a f--r--gn Intereſt; and as 
Avarice may, perhaps, be your predominant 
Paſſion, you was ſo weak as to come into 


Meaſures through a miſtaken Notion that it 


was impoſſible to prevent the Execution of 
ſuch a Plan, and, therefore, that the wiſeſt 
Thing you could do, was to ſhare in the 
Spoil, fince ſome other fit Inſtrument might 
eaſily be found that would do it in your 
Room. Here, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to 


ask you a Queſtion, which, if anſwered in 


the Affirmative, will fully explain the Mo- 
tives that influenced you to ſuffer France to 
go on unmoleſted by Great- Rritain, with 


her Schemes to po down the Houſe of | 


Auſtria, ſubvert the Ballance of Power, and 
ruin our Trade: This Queſtion is, whether 
France ever made you ſuch a Propofal as the 
made to the two laſt Princes of the Stuart's 
Race that fate upon this Throne, 1, e. an 
Offer 
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Offer of her Aſſiſtance, in cafe they: fhould 
think it convenient for them to trample the 
upon Liberties of their Subjects, on Con- 
dition that they would grant her only a few 
DoucEvRs in Point of Trade, that might 
enable her to. ruin the Britiſo Commerce in 
Proceſs of Time? Some of your Enemies 
have not ſerupled to charge you with a De- 
ſign to give up the whole Nation to France; 
but for my Part I can harbour no ſuch Suſ- 
picions of you; the good Condition in Which 


- our Navy has been kept 1 Ad- 
miniſtration, and the uncommon Vigilance 


you have ſhewn in guarding againſt ſudden 
Invaſions, are convincing Proofs to me, that 
you never intended to let our Enernies touch 


a Hair of our Heads, how much ſoever yoy- 


might wiſh to ſee the Liberties of Great- 
Britain abridged, in order to ſcreen your 
own illuſtrious Perſon from that dreadful 
Account to which every brave free People 
ought to call all corrupt, ignorant, blunder- 
ing M. Þ * ih 
Certainly France muſt have, made you 
very large Promiſes, and likewiſe given you 
ſomething as an Earneſt that ſhe would per- 
form them, otherwiſe a Man of your great 
Experience and extraordinary Talents could 
never have been drawn into a Treaty of 


Madrid, which ſeemed exprefly calculated 


to depreſs tne late Emperor : If this was — 
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the Deſign of that Treaty, where was the 
Neceſſity of making it an Offenſive as well 
as a Defenſive one? And when the Court 
of Madrid, having recovered her Senſes, 
and perceived: that France only wanted to 
make a Tool of het, againſt the Houſe of 
Auſtria, came aterwards to a right Under- 
danding.with his Imperial Majeſty, how did 
you - behave on that Occaſion? Why, to 
convince the World, it ſeems, that you had 
laid a folid Plan from which you either could 
not, or would not deviate on any Account 
whatſoever, you ſtill chimed in with France, 
and ſet your Country at Variance with thoſe 
very Powers whoſe Friendſhip we ought al- 
ways to cultivate, as our propereſt Bulwarks 
againſt the Deſigns of the Court of Yer /azlles. 
Thus you engaged us in a War with Sbain, 
at leaſt the Spaniards took it for a down- 
right War, created a Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween his late Majeſty and the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and had like to have plunged us 
into a War with Ruffia. - | 
It was a common Saying of King James 
the Firſt, © If a Man deceive me once, the 
© Devil take him; if he deceives me twice, 
© the Devil take us both; but if he deceives 
me thrice, then the Devil take me alone.” 
France had already deceived. you in the 
Treaties of M — d and H, and yet 
you did not take Warning by thoſe two By 
| | ta 
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tal Overſights, but plunged ſoon after into 
a greater Error, and compleated your fa- 


mous Negotiations ſince the Year 1721, by 
the glorious Treaty of S----e, which paved 
the Way for ſtripping Houſe of Auſtria of 


its Italian Dominions, by introducing 6000 


Spaniards into Tuſcany. 
In Vindication of this Part of your Con- 


duct, I am ſenſible it may be anſwered, that 


Don Carlos had a Right to Tuſcany, Parma 
and Placentia I grant he had, according 


to the Notions of Hereditary Rights ; but 


as I like to ſpeak * Sentiments with that 
Freedom which is the Birthright of every 
Briton, I aſk, what Buſineſs has '7reat- 


Britain to trouble her Head about any ſuch 


Right that foreign Princes may trump up, 
any farther than it ſuits with her Intereſt or 
Conveniency ? If I underſtand any Thing 
of Revolution Principles, and the Nature 


of the Act of S--------t, I think no ſuch 


Right is acknowledged in Britain, except 
it be by ſome Bigots to ſlaviſh Opinions: 
Therefore, when any Diſputes ariſe between 


foreign Princes about this Phantom, which 


creates ſo much Miſchief in the World, the 
only Part Britain has to act in ſuch a Caſe, 
1s to fide with the Prince whom ſhe is bound 
in Intereſt to ſupport, without any Regard 
to the Juſtice or Injuſtice of his Right, ſince 
it is nothing but a meer Bug-bear which 


Man- 


Mankind have not yet been wiſe enough to 
t rid of; conſequently, it was quite im- 
prudent to diſoblige our natural Ally by the 

Treaty of $S—e, merely to ſtrengthen our 
Enemies, and humour an ambitious Wo- 
man, fo far as to procure for her Son what. 
be had no Right to in the Nature of Things. 
Leaving all Notions of hereditary, unde- 
feafible Right out .of the Queſtion, I pre- 
fume that, after the Miſtake you fell into 
in making the Se Treaty, you concluded 
the Treaty of Vienna, by which Great-Bri- 
tain guarantied the Nee Sanction, 
purely for the Sake ob preſerving the Bal- 

lance of Power, which it behoves this Na- 
tion in particular, and Europe in general, to 
maintain. This I take to have been the 
principal, if not the ſale Reaſon for your 

entering into that Guaranty; and ſome of 
your moſt ſanguine Friends did not a little 
1 exult at this Step of yours, as they hoped 
11 that you were beginning to break through 
N 1 the fatal Enchantment, into which the ma- 
Fil gick Wand of the Court of Verſailles had 
19 caſt you. But alas! Sir, how ſoon were 
1 their Hopes and Expectations daſhed ! How 
Fi | did every honeſt Britiſh Heart bleed and 
| if; tremble at the dreadful Conſequences, when 
Ft they ſaw you, in open Violation of publick 
11 Faith, abandon the Emperor to the Fury and 
Ambition of the Houſe of Bourbon ! 1 
aan 


TI] 
Imperial Majeſty was ſtript of Naples and 
Sicily; the ty 7 Lorrain was forced to 
abandon his Patrimony, the Barrier of the 
Empire, and to except as an Equivalent an- 
other Country which France deſigns to wreft 
from him likewiſe; and a Foundation was - 
laid for giving at another Opportunity, the 
| finiſhing Stroke to the Liberties of Europe. 
= Surely, ſuch great Services performed for 
the Houſe of Bourbon, by Great-Britain's 
Hnaction, deſerved to be repaid in better 
Coin than flattering Speeches and fair Pro- 
miſes -- Yau are” the/ * Sir, what 
au were worth. 

Here you will, bath, alk; to nine | 
Patpolſe | is 1 long upon paſt Er- 
rors, and why 1 don't point out * Me- 
thod to repair them? I am ſenſible that 
you are partly in the Right to W 96 to my 
raking into former Blunders, to call them 
no worſe : But I muſt tell you 1 ve done 
it only with a View to diſculp you as far as 
I am able; for, as J have already obſerved, 
it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that any Britiſh 
M-n-ft-r, if he were not directed by ſome 
F-r--gn-rs, who keep behind the Curtain 
while he ſtands in the Gap and bears all the 
Odium, would ever have gone on in ſuch 
a Series of Blunders and Male- practices, both 
at Home and Abroad: His Eyes muſt have 
bee quickly Wy were there * 

. ut 
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but Ignorance: in the Caſe, and he would 
long ſince have changed his Meaſures or 
laid down his Poſt, had he been at Liberty 
to do either. For theſe Conſiderations, as 
well as for Brevity ſake; J ſhall paſs over 
the Management of the preſent War with 
Spain, and the Meaſures that have been 
purſued ſince the Death of the Emperor, 
Charles the Sixth, and the rather, becauſe 1 
hope theſe Articles will ſoon be fully cleared 
up before the Legiſlature : And now I have 
nothing more to do, but to confine myſelf to 
the Methods that you may put in Practice, 
in order to repair all paſt Errors, in Caſe 
you continue in Power. If you can't ſtand 
your Ground, and ſhould think it ſafeſt to 
retire from Buſineſs, your Succeſſors may, 
perhaps, find ſome Hints in the following 
Pages, not | altogether - unworthy of their 
Notice. It will always be very indifferent 
to me who is in Place, and who is out of 
Place; the good Effects that will attend a 
RIGHT Alteration of Meaſures being the 
only Intereſt I have in the Caſe. 

How much ſoever we may admire and 
applaud the Meaſures of our immortal DR- 
LIVERER, and thoſe able Stateſmen, Marl- 
borough, $ underland, Godolphin , Kc. 1 
humbly conceive that Great- Britain is not 
nom in a Condition to. tread in all the Steps 


of thoſe great Politicians, nor to ſtem _ 
0 


uld 


Or 
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ſo high a Hand, the mighty Torrent which 
ji, to bear down the Houſe of Au- 
Aria and the Liberties of Europe before it, 
as ſhe did under the Adminiſtration of thoſe 
upright Miniſters. The only Rule of every. 
wiſe Miniſter, is to frame his Conduct ac- 


cording to the Circumſtances of the Times. 
Now, Sir, you are certainly the beſt Judge 
of the great Inconveniences we labour un- 

r from the enormous Debt the Nation con- 
tracted in the two laſt Wars, in Defence of 
our Trade and the Liberties of Europe. 
Theſe Debts are almoſt as high at this very 
Hour, as they were at the Death of Queen 
Anne; but why they have not been more 
reduced, by a proper Application of the. 


Sinking Fund, is a Queſtion, which no bo- 


dy can anſwer better than yourſelf. How- 
ever it be, they have been the Occaſion of 
keeping up heavy Taxes on the People, 
which, together with the conſtant Encroach- 
ments of France upon us, have been one 
Means of cramping the Induſtry of the tra- 
ding Part of the Nation, and ſinking our 


- Commerce to the low Gordidion in which 


we now behold it. Therefore, if it can 
poſſibly be avoided, I hope no future Mi- 
niſter in his Senſes will ever think of en- 
gaging his Conntry in a War, which may 
greatly encreaſe our Expences, without pro- 


_ viding at the ſame Time ſome Fund to ſup- 
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port it, as well as to pay off hereafter, the 
old Debts along with the new Score we may 
run up in the. Proſecution of it. 

I believe it will be granted me, that of 
all the Nations in Europe, Great- Britain has 
the leaſt Reaſon to take the Alarm firſt, a. 
bout the Danger the Ballance of Power may 
be in. It is true, that we are a divided Peo- 

but no body knows better than your 
ſelf, to what Cauſes this is owing; yet not- 
withſtanding theſe unhappy Diviſions among 
us, which has been fomented on ſome Oc- 
caſions by * deſigning Miniſters, the 
natural Strength of the Nation is Mill the 
lame ; if it has been impair'd, as it un- 
doubtedly has, it is owing to other Cauſes. 

Without the leaſt Deſign to glance at any 
miſguided Prince, I ſhall obferve with the 
Author of * ANT 1-MACHIAVEL, © That 


no wiſe and good King in England. was 


Q ever — by great Armies; all their 


bad Kings have been ruined by Competi- 
*. tors, who, when they began the War, 

could not muſter Four-thoufand regular 
Troops.“ And in Page 190, the ſame 
Author fays, © We know of no Kingdom 
except England, where the King has any 
*.any Reaſon to be afraid of his People; nor 
has the King of England any Reaſon to 
F HOO AN Bo unleſs rs 1 
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* himſelf.” Page 328, he gives us his Sen- 
timents as follows, in regard to the Diſturs 
bances, that religious Diſputes may Occa- 
ſion in a State. As for Civil Wars about 
Religion, they are, for the moſt Part, the 
* Effect of the Prince's Imprudence : He 

* muſt needs have unſeaſonab  fayoured one 
© Sect, at the Expence of an He muſt 
* either have too much 1 or too 
much diſcouraged the ublick Exerciſe of 
© Forms of — e muſt have added 
Weight to pa 2 — which are on- 
* ly tranſient Sparks of Fire when the Sove- 
* reign does not interfere, but becomes Con- 
*. flagrations when he foments'them. --- To 
maintain the civil Government with Vi- 

* gour, to grant every Man a Liberty of 


8 * Conftlence. to act always like a King, and 


© never to put on the Prieſt, is the ſure 
Means of preſerving a State from thoſe 


© Storms and Hurricanes, which the dog- 


* matical Spirit of Divines is continually la- 
* bourin ngto conjure up.'--While theſe Maax- 
cadily purſued in Britain, there is 
no Danger that our Party Diſputes will hin- 
der us from exerting ourſelves "like loyal and 
dutiful MET _—__ all Invaders whatſo- 
ever. 
In Holland there are People of all Sorts 
of Principles and Perſuaſions, both in Re- 
ligion and Politicks; and yet 'by n 
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tial Deportment of the Government ta every 
Se&, they all behave like dutiful Subjects. 


Their High Mightineſſes have no Occaſion 
to practiſe that vile Trick too common in a 


certain Country; I mean, playing off one 
Party againſt —— and a luring them by 

deceitful Speeches and fair Promiſes to wg 
come the Tools of a Miniſter's Deſigns, in 
hopes that he will relieve them from ſome 


| Hardſhips, which, in Fact, they labour un- 


der. This naturally leads me to take ſome 
Notice of the great Outcry raiſed in Queen 
Anne's Time, about the Danger the Church 
was in 

When by an unlucky Piece of Impru- 
denos in the D -ſs of M-----, for which 
J refer the Reader to Page 306 of the Book 
I have juſt quoted, the Tory Party ſucceed- 
ed at falt! in their Endeavours to throw the 
Whig Miniſtry out of the Saddle, the new 
Miniſtry thought they could not long retain 
their Power, if they did not curry favour 
with the Church. The Outcry. about the 
Danger ſhe was pretended to be in, had al- 
ready been raiſed before they outed the Whig 
Miniſtry, and, therefore, when they came 
into Play, they thought they could do no 


leſs than ſhew themſelves dutiful Sons of the 


Church, and take Vengeance on thoſe who 
had conſpired her Downfall, Thus the Di 
ſenters were Oppreſſed, vexatious Proſecu- 

| tions 
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tions ſet on Foot in the Ecclefiaſtick Courts, 
and a handle given to. hair-brained, fiery 
Zealots to diſplay their Piety'in pulling down 
Meeting-Houſes. Our unhappy Diviſions 
and Party Diſputes had already ran but too 
highs; but this new Piece of State Craft of 
the Tory Miniſtry, to gain over to their In- 
tereſt all the High Party, as they were then 
called, made the Breach much wider, by 
encreaſing the Jealouſies and Fears of the 
Low Party, The latter generally began to 
think that their Ruin was intended, and 
looked for the Queen's Death as the Epocha 
of their Deliverance. The Conſequences of 
theſe ill- judged, violent Procceedings, have 
ſince been ſeverely felt by all Parties, tho 
I muſt. own that Queen Anne's laſt "Miniſtry 
were in a great. Meaſure obliged” to act in 
this Manner, for the fake of preſerving their 
Authority, and bringing about the Schemes 
they had formed; for when People run 
mad about Religion, they have the leſs Lei- 
ſure to attend to Politicks. The next Mi- 
niſtry improved this Miſtake of their Pre- 
deceſſors, and reaped no ſmall Advantages 
from the Humour they found the Dz/ſenters 
in: But you, Sir, who ſeem to have been 
raiſed up to Providence to out- ſnhine the 
greateſt Stateſmen that ever directed our Af- 
fairs, pitched the Bar far beyond them, and 
made a Handle of the Credulity of the Di/- 
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e, in order to render thei ſubſervient 
to you in all the dirty Jobbs that were ne- 


ceſſary for preſerving your Authority, which 
we all know could never have been main- 


tained ſo many Years, had you not crowded 
the S-n-te-with your Creatures and Depen- 
dents: ' Encouraged by the Hopes you gave 
them of being (caſed of ſome ne Hardſhips 
which they apprehended, and I proteſt 1 
apprehend ſo too; lye heavy on them; they 
heartily: ſupported your Intereſt to the ut- 
moſt of their Power in all Elections: But 
what have they got in Return for all their 
Services? Nothing, Sir, but the Mortifica- 
tion of finding that they have been made 
your Tools; and that while they fancied 
they were honeſtly labouring to free them- 
| ſelves: from Handthips, heh they think 
inconſiſtent with the natural Rights of 
Mankind, and to procure for themſelves 
ſuch Indulgencies as they apprehend are due 
to every fret born dutiful Subject, they find 
at the winding up of the Bottom, that they 
have only been inſtrumental in bringing up- 
on themſelves, as well as the whole 
Nation, all the Difficulties in which we are 
now involved, and imminent Dangers. with 
which we are threatened. Let Churabhmen 
and Diſſenters, then, take; warning by this 
melancholy rience, and not ſuffer them- 
{elves to be artfully. plaid. off againſt each 


other 


1 
hther for the future; merely to ſerve the 
Turn of knaviſh, corrupt Miniſters. The 
firſt Step to be taken in this dangerous Con- 
juncture, is to give no Manner of Umbrage 
to any Party whatſoever : This would in 4 
little Time make our Party Diſputes and 
Diviſions ſubſide; and then .Great-Britazn 
would ſtand on a ſolid Foundation, and 
might exert herſelf in Defence of her Trade 
and the Liberties of Europe, in ſuch Form 
and Manner as ſhould beſt ſuit with her Cir- 
cumſtances and Conveniency. Before I return 
from this Diſgreſſion, it may not be amiſs 
to aſk what ill Conſequences would-attend 
the giving inferior Poſts in the; Army and 
Navy to Diſſenters? Or where: would be 
ir Danger; if they were employ'd in Tome 


ranches of the Revenue? In Germany we 
ave ſometimes; ſern the Imperial Armies 
headed by Proteſtunt Genetals, and the Pro- 
tetant Princes don't ſcruple to truſt Roman 
Catholicks : In Holland too; I think,” a Ro. 
nan Catholick can riſe as high as the Poſt of 
Lieutenant General. But in England we 
are afraid to truſt à Brother Proteſtant with 
an lleſgy 8 Commiſſion, or an Exciſe Mars 
I faid that Great Merida ibs the leaff 
dookin to take Alarm firſt, about the Danger 

the Ballance of Power may hein: This prov 
cceds from the Advantages of her natural 
D Situation, 


[+18] 
Situation, which renders her leſs liable to att 
Invaſion than her Neighbours : Therefore, 
when the Liberties of Europe ate threaten- 
ed, it behoves them to exert their whole 
Strength in reducing within Bounds that 
Potentate, whoſe Schemes tend to enflave 
them ; and Britain ſhould concur with 
them 'only ſo. far as is neceſlary to give 
them the Aſcendant over the common Ene 
my. 
n our two laſt Wars with France, be- 
a we then abounded with Wealth, we 
were ſo good-natured, and generous, as to 


bear the greateſt Burthen, tho' our Allie 


were in much greater Danger, and, conſe- 
quently, more immediately concerned in 
the Preſervation of the Ballance of Power ; 
the Conſequence of which Conduct has been, 
an immenſe National Debt intailed upon us; 
from which God knows when we ſhall be 
able to free ourſelves. The Caſe being ſo 
with us, it is but juſt, if we engage in ano- 


ther Lidnd War in Defence of the Houſe of 


Auſtria, that we ſhould bear no greater 
Share in it thin we are able ; for it can't be 
ſuppoſed that our Allies will be ſo unreaſon- 
able as to expect that we will plunge over 
Head and Ears in Debt, in order to eaſe 
them of the Load, and 0 ok wood” to tum 
'Bankrupts at laſt, - 


* 
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It is now Time to enquire what Allies 
we are likely to have in this Struggle againſt 

the Houſe of Bourbon and her Confederates, 
and what Probability there is that we ſhall 

be ſucceſsful in the War, N 

In this almoſt general Diſturbance an 


= /on, we may faii,y preſume, that France 
does not lend her Aſſiſtance to the ſeveral 
7 Pretenders to that Succeſſion, with a diſin- 
tereſted View. Princes may amuſe Man- 
kind as much as they pleaſe with that Bub- 


PPP 


0 ble, Hereditary Right, in order te cloak 
es their Ambition; and France, in particular, 


== may now magnify her Juſtice, her Equity 
and Diſintereſtedneſs in ſupporting their 2war- 


r; EE /2rtab Claims upon the Queen of Hun- 
n, gary. --It is all a Farce to impoſe upon the 
13; World: The Myſtery of Iniquity lies deep- 
be er, but yet not fo hidden as not to be per- 
ſo ceived by any Man of tolerable Penetration. 
o- The Houſe of Auſtria and the Maritime 
of Powers had for a long Time been juſtly 
tet looked upon as the Rulwark of the Liber- 
be ties of Europe, againſt the Deſigns of France, 
on- Mind for that very Reaſon the French Mini- 
ver try have never let ſlip any Opportunity to 
eaſe Mlip the Wings of the Former, and under- 
urn mine the Trade of the Latter: Now, Sir, 


hough the pacifick, diſintereſted Cardinal 
ight very ſafely rely on the Conduct of 
197 D 2 Great. 


— 


Confuſion about the late Emperor's Succeſ= 
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Great- Britain, while you ſit at the Helm, 


yet as he is ſenfible that all the Race of 
Adam are mortal, or that the Eyes of this 
Nation may be opened at laſt, and your 
Conduct be enquired into before God pleaſes 
to call you to give an Account of it in the 
next World; I ſay, Sir, the Cardinal being 
ſenſible of all this, and, erhaps, uncertain 
whether he will be able to prevail upon 
your Succeſſors to tread in your Steps, he 
reſolves to take Time by the Forelock, by 
improving the preſent Conjuncture to com- 
po the Ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria. If 

e ſucceeds in this Deſign, as tis very much 
to be feared he will, confidering how ma- 
ny Princes of the Empire he has ſecured in 
his Maſter's Intereſt, France will be ſure to 
come in for her Share of the Auſtrian Suc- 
ceſſion, though ſhe is ſo ſilent on that Head 
at preſent, and pretends that ſhe only takes 
Care of the Intereſts of ber Allies: That 
Share, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, will be 
nothing leſs than the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
and the Dutchy of Luxembourg, the Ac- 
quiſition, of which will enable her to car- 
ry Matters upon all Occaſions, with a very 
high Hand in regard to the Dutch in par- 
ticular. The reſt of the Auſtrian Domini- | 
ons, except Hungary and Tranfilvania, be- 
ing parcelled out between Spain, Sardinia, 
Pruſſia, Bavaria and Saxony, there will then 


L 21 


remain no human Probability of ever re 
viving the old Grand Alliance, which was 
formerly the Terror of the Houſe of Bour- 
on; becauſe the Houſe of Auſtria will be 


too weak to attempt it, and the Dutch will 


be over-awed by the vaſt Encreaſe of the 
French Power in the Netherlands And if 
any of thoſe Princes wha are now enriching 
themſelves with the Spuus of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, ſhould hereafter engage in an Al- 
liance with the Maritime Powers, the French 
Court may triumph over fuch a League 
by ſpiriting up the Queen of Hungary to 
ſeize that Opportunity for recovering ſome 
Part of her Dominions. Terrible Dilemma 

If this, then, be a right View of what 
will be the Conſequences of the Ruin of the 


Houſe of Auſtria, it muſt be granted that 


Holland is at leaſt as much concerned, if 
not more than any other Power, to prevent 
the Execution of Prance's Deſign againſt 
that Family: And, therefore, it may be 
preſumed that the Dutch, notwithſtanding 
the Efforts of the French Penſioners among 
them, will not fail to beſtir themſelves, as 
ſoon as they ſee other Powers take up the 
Cudgels againſt the Court of Yer /azlles. 
— Notwithſtanding the Revolution that has 
been brought about in Ruf#ia, I apprehend 
that that Court has no Manner of Inclina- 
tion to let Franc? riſe to ſuch a Pitch of 
; Grandeur 
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Grandeur as may enable her Monarch ta ies 

for the ſovereign Dictator of Europe, 
The Death of' the Queen of Sweden may 
pave the Way for a Peace between the 
Ruffians and Swedes, and then the new Em- 
preſs of Ruſſia will be more at Leiſure ta 
look into the Affairs of Germany: How- 
eyer, if the War ſhould continue between 
the two Crowns, I think it would be no 
hard Matter to ſet the Danes againſt the 
Swedes, and ſo make the Burthen lighter to 
Ruſſia, that ſhe may be in a Condition to 
act in Defence of the Houſe. of Auſtria. 
Beſides, Sir, you can't but be ſenſible that 
it is in Great-Britain's Power to gratify the 
Court of Peterſbourg in a certain Article 
which ſhe has had in her Eye theſe ſeveral 
Years paſt, If I am not miſinformed, 
Count d Oſterman liked the Propoſal migh- 
tily ; and as it would undoubtedly redound 
very much to the Advantage of the Ruffian 
Empire, I don't apprehend that the new 
Miniſtry will reliſh it leſs than the late one 
did : But this Propoſal need not be made, 
if the Buſineſs can be done without it: 
Wherefore J ſhall mention no more of it in 
this Place, than juſt to obſerve, That it 
would do the French and Spaniards more 
Miſchief than 40,000 Ruſſian Troops could 
do them either upon the Rhine or in Italy. 


Ag © 


T4 


As to the King of Sardinia, I don't think 


it a very difficult Matter to bring him over 


to the Intereſt of the Houſe of Auſtria. 
As he is a Prince of excellent Senſe, as well 
as great Reſolution and Courage, he cannot 
but have ſtrongly reſented the ſcurvy Uſage 
he met from his Allies in the late War in 


Taly; for tho' he bore a greater Share of 


the Expences of that War than France did, 
yet ſhe fobb'd him off with a pitiſful Mor- 
ſel or two bordering on the Mzlaneze, while 
her Cathvlick Majeſty was ſuffer d to acquire 
whole Kingdoms for her Son: But this was 
no more, than what every Prince that fides 
with ſtronger Powers than himſelf muſt 
expect : Beſides, France had another View 
in her Partiality in favour of Spain; ſhe 
wanted- to make a Tool of the Court of 
Madrid, to ruin our Trade; and, therefore, 
tho' good Policy forbids her to contribute 
to encreaſe the Spaniſh Power too much in 
[taly, yet the Confideration of dfferoving the 
Britiſh Commerce, weighed down all others. 
Now, Sir, as it is much more than proba- 
ble, that the King of Sardinia had rather 
aggrandize himſelf at the Expence of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, than at that of the Queen 
of Hungary, ſince it is his Intereſt ſo to do; 
and he has been ill uſed by France and Spain, 
methinks there is now a fine Opportunity 


to improve that Overſight of the Houſe of 


Bourbon, 


| 8 

Bourbon; to the Advantage of his Sardinian 
Majeſty in particular, and the Good of Eu- 
rope in general. A Treaty, might be made 
between Great-Britain, the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and the King of Sardinia, by which 
we might make an Attonement for a Piece 
of Injuſtice done to his Sardinian Majeſty 
by ſomie of our Miniſters, who found great 
Fault with the Treaty of Utrecht. As her 
Hungarian Majeſty cannot poſſibly hope 
to preſerve. her Dominions in Itahy with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Great-Britain and the 
Houſe of Savoy; I humbly propoſe that 
Sicily be allotted to the King of Sardinia; 
who may keep the Iſland of Sardinia. too 
into the Bargain: That Naples ſhall return 
to the Houſe of Auſtria: That the Spani- 
ards be drove out of the State of the Gar- 
riſons on the Coaſt of Tuſcany; as thoſe 
Places only ſerve them as a Door to come 
into Italy when they pleaſe : And that Ty/- 
cany, Parma, Placentia, the Milaneze and 
Mantuan remain in the Hands of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, I can't make the leaſt doubt; 
that either the Court of Vienna, or that of 
Turin would object to ſuch a Treaty, under 
the Guaranty of Great-Britain ; and give 


me Leave, Sir, to ſay, that if his Sardinia 


Majefty chimes in again with the Houſe of 
Bourbon, it will be entirely owing to the 
bad Conduct of this Nation in the preſent 
* 7 | ; / tickliſh 


| [ 2 
tickliſh Conjuncture. Can we, then, heſitate 
a Moment, whether to enable the Houſe 


of Savoy to aggrandize itſelf at the Expence 


of the Spaniards, or, by our Inaction, 
reduce it to the Neceſlity of making, one 
among the Robbers and Plynderers'of the 
, diſtreſfed Queen of Hungary. 
g A late Dutch Gazette tells us, that the 
King of Portugal has lately held a Grand 
Council, -to which-ſeveral able Civilians were 
called, in order to conſider what Part of the 


late Emperor 8 Sncceſſion he might claim, in 


Right of his Queen, who is the Siſter of 
his Imperial Majeſty. For my Part, I can't 
yet tell how true this Piece of News may 
be ; but I humbly conceive, if there is any 
Truth in it, that his  Portugueze Majeſty has 
no Defign upon any Part of the Auſtrian 
Succeſſion in Italy, becauſe of the little Pro- 
bability of his ſucceeding in it, as well as the 
little Profit that would accrue to him from 


any ſmall Acquiſition on that Side; which 


he mu.”: hold by the Courteſy of France and 
Spain : To extend his Views to any Thing 
in Germany, would ſtill be more ridiculous 
and to his pretending to any Thing in Han- 


ders, it would be, downright Madneſs, as 
his T enure muſt be much more precarious 
there, than in Jtaly. Where, then, can 


the King of Portugal come in for any Share 
of the Auſtrian as ? Tl tell you, Sir, 


accord- 


[26] 


«econding to my poor Notions of Thin 
His Portugueze Majeſty being of the! * 
of Braganza, and likewiſe 540 ed to the 


Houſe of Auſtria, I think a clever Lawyer 


(fince it is neceſſary to humour the Bulk of 
Mankind in thoſe Matters) might very eafily 
ſtrike out a better Title for that Prince to 
the Crown of Spain, than his Catholic Ma- 
jeſty can produce, either to that Crown, or 
to any Part of the late Emperor's Succeſ- 
ſion: And as the Generality of the Sa- 


nmiards, have a natural Averſion to the French, 
and cannot but be ſenſible that their Coun- 


try has been greatly impoveriſhed, by being 
made a Tool and Stalking-Horſe to forward 
the Schemes of France, and gratify the Am- 
bition of her Catholick Majeſty, I aſk, whe- 
ther it would not be an eaſy Matter to root 
out the Bourbon Family in Spain, and ſettle 
the King of Portugal on the Spaniſh Throne? 
Methinks a War vigorouſly proſecuted in 
the Wejt-Indes, might make the Spaniards 
ripe for ſuch a Revolution ; and when it was 
once brought about, we might afterwards 
reſtore to the Spaniards the Conqueſts made 
upon them, except ſome proper Place for the 
Security of our Trade, which I don't doubt 
but the Houſe of Braganza would readily 
allow us to keep Poſſeſſion of, as we ought 
naturally to be the Protectors of Spain againſt 
Fm and will CARNEY dees ſo 


again, 


[ 27 } 


again, whenever we deſtroy the French In- 


fluence at the Court of Madrid. 


Thus, Sir, we may reckon on one Side, 


Great- Britain, the Houſe of Auſtria, ' Ruſ- 
fa, Denmark, Portugal, Sardinia and Hel- 
land. Let us now ſee what Powers may be 
muſtered up to oppoſe ſuch a League, 


In the firſt Place, we may reckon for 


certain, France, Spain, the Two Sicilies, 
the Electors of Bavaria, Saxony, Palatine 
and Cologne, I have included Saxony, be- 


cauſe his Poliſſ Majeſty's Pretenſions to the 


Auſtrian Succeſſion ſeem to be altogether as 
well-grounded as thoſe of the Ele&or of Ba- 
varia; and becauſe it is not likely that he 
will do any Thing to the Prejudice of his 
Daughter, who is Queen of the Tuo Sicilies. 
Here is a formidable Alliance, indeed; but 
if Britain manages Matters cleverly, I fan- 
cy France will ſoon find Spain a Burthen to 


her, and the Court of Madrid find herſelf 


encumbered with the King of the Two Si- 
ii | 8 
I have not ranked the King of Pruſſia 
among the Allies of the Houſe Bourbon, be- 
cauſe I am apt to think, notwithſtanding 


any preſent Appearances to the contrary, that 


he is not verily cloſely linked to France, As 
he is a Prince of great Prudence and Pene- 
tration, it is highly probable, that he would 


be much better pleaſed to aggrandize him- 
E 2 „ 


[28 ] 
ſelf in any other Shape, rather than do i it in 
ſuch a Manner as muſt redound to the Ad- 
vantage of France, In ſome of his Mani- 
feſto's relating to Sileſia ; he diſcovered a 
great Reluctance to quarrel with the Court 
of Vienna ; but, as he obſerved at the ſame 
Time, finding that ſeveral Princes were go- 
ing to trump up Claims to the whole Succeſ- 
fon of the late Emperor, he thought it im- 
prudent to wait 'till they had feathered their 
Nets, in order to make good his own Claims, 

becauſe he would then have been at a Loſs tc 
know what Party he muſt make his Demands 
upon: Therefore, he took Time by the 
Forelock, and invaded Silefia very ſoon after 
the Emperor s Death; and by the Diſpatch 
he has made in this Buſineſs, he has it in 
his Power to make what Forms he pleaſes 
with either Side. Now, Sir, if his Pruſſian 
Majeſty had Satisfaction made him in regard 
to a certain W1LL, the Contents of which 
you cannot be a Stranger to; if the Houſe 
of Auſtria and the Maritime Powers ſhould 
guaranty to him the Succeſſion of Fuhers 
and Bergues, and the Court of Vienna cede 
to him the beſt Part of Sileſia, if not the 
whole, in Conſideration of his concurring 
in wreſting Lorrain out of the Hands of 
France, I can't thing he would boggle at 
ſuch Conditions, or heſitate a Moment to 
diingage himſelf rod) the Houſe of Bour- 
bor 
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bon and her Allies. The Acceſſion of ſo 

werful a Prince to our Alliance, would 
make the Charges of the War to ſit pretty 
eaſy on our Shoulders, and ſoon reduce 
France within proper Bounds; and, there- 
fore, his Friendſhip muſt be purchaſed by 
all rational and honourable Methods. 

But here it will, perhaps, be ſaid, that, 


in ſuch a Caſe; France would not fail to 


bring the 7 urks once more upon Hungary; 
and that ſuch an Event would turn the Scale 
entirely in Favour 'of 'the Houſe of Bour- 
bon. Whether ſhe does fo, or not, we muſt 
make our utmoſt Efforts to preſerve the Bal- 


| lance of Europe, However, I believe Schach 


Nadir will be wiſer than to ſuffer the Grand 
Signor to ſeize ſuch an Opportunity for ag- 
grandizing himſelf in Europe; for tho' he 
is ſo dilatory in coming to a freſh Rupture 
with the Porte; I preſume that the Moment 
he ſees her engage in a War with any of 
the Powers of Chriſtendom, he will then 
think it high Time to ſtop her Progreſs, 
jeſt ſhe ſhould be able to talk to him here- 
after. If he did not do ſo in the laſt War 
between the Chriſtians and Turks, I ſup- 
poſe it was becauſe he ſaw the Germans and 
Ruſſians were able to deal with the Porte, 
and becauſe he judged that to be the only 
Time for him to carry his Point againſt the 
1 Mogul, Beſides, as the * 
0 
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of Venice cannot be ſafe, ſhould the Turk 


over-run and conquer the Auſtrian Domi- 
nions, a Diverſion from that Quarter in fa- 
vour of the Queen of Hungary may very 
reaſonably be depended upon, if the Vene. 


tiq4ns have not loſt all their antient Bravery | 


and publick Spirit 
_ALeague — of Great-Britain, R/ 
a, the Houſe of Auſtria, Portugal, Pruſia, 
Denmark, Sardinia, and Holland, would be 
more than-a Match for the whole Houſe of 
Bourbon, backed by the German Princes, 
whom L have reckoned on her Side. As for 
Sweden, I look upon that Crown to be al- 
moſt out of the Queſtion, ſince the De- 
miſe of her Swediſb Majeſty ; for, ſhould 
the French Party in that Kingdom reſolve to 
continue the War, the Swedes may ſoon be 
drove quite out of Finland, and wt oy to 
act on the | Defenſive, if Britain ſends a 
Squadron into the Baltick, to join the Ruſ- 
fan Navy: Nay, the preſent King may even 
be ſent back to Hiſſe-Caſſel, by a right Un- 
derſianding, benneen the Britiſh and | Shen 

Courts. 

But as: it rey not reaſonable that v we ſhould 
be the Quixots of Europe, and that every 


Time the Ballance of Power is in Danger, 


we ſlould be laviſh of our Blood, and ſquan- 
der away our Wealth in ſetting: Things to 
ou again ; it will naturally be ALIENS 
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that I ſhould point out what Acquiſitions 


we may make by a War, for the Convenis 


ency and Security of our Trade and Navi- 
gation, Gibraltar and Port-Mahon are the 


only Acquiſitions we have to ſhew for twa. 


hundred Millions of Pounds Sterling, ex- 
pended in our two laſt Wars; but I hope 
we ſhall be wiſer than to engage. in another 


_ expenſive Land War without ſtipulating 


ſome farther Security for our Trade. Where. 
fore, I humble propoſe, | 2 

1, That the Queen of Hungary ſhall 
put NEwPORT into our Hands, That Place 
1s at preſent but an Expence to the Houſe 
of Auſtria ; but to us it will be a new Se- 
curity to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, ſince a 
leſs Expence than has been very often em- 
ploy'd to worſe Purpoſes may make it a Har- 
bour for forty or fifty Gun-ſhips : It will be 


a Bridle upon Dunkirk and Mardyke, ſhould 


the French ever undertake any Thing again 
in thoſe Quarters in favour of the PRETEN- 
DER, An Author, who was very high in 
your Efteem and Favour, ſays, That O/tend 
and Newport, tho' none of the beſt, may 
* yet vye with the Ports of Holland, and 
will be as convenient Harbours for Priva- 
* teers as ever Dunkirk itſelf was. ali 

24ly,That, whether the Houſe of Bragan- 
2a, or that of Bourbon fits in the Throne of 
Spain, the Havanna be put into our Hands 


as 
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as u Security for our enjoying a free, unin- 
terrupted Trade in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 

zah, That the Iſlands of Majorca and 
Ivica be alſo ceded to Great- Britain: This 
I think neceſſary, becauſe the Revenues of 
theſe two Iflands, and Minorca would go 
near to maintain the Garriſons of Gibraltar 
and Port- Mahon, as well as their own ; be- 
ſides the Advantage of having more Places 
for our Ships to run into, when purſued by 
Privateers. ; 

4thly, That upon the Concluſion of a 
Peace, the French be not ſuffered to fiſh 
any more at Newfourdland; and that they 
be likewiſe turned quite out of their Sugar 
andes. | 1” | 

I could add here a few more Articles that 
might be inſerted in a Treaty of Peace with 
France, but as they relate to the Running 
of Wool, I reſerve them for their proper 
Place. 

Methinks I now hear ſome pulſilanimous 
cowardly Knave, or Traytor to his Coun- 
try, aſking, where are the Funds- to bring 
theſe mighty Matters to bear? Are we not 
already put to our trumps to find Money for 
carrying on the Spaniſh War? And is not 
the Sinking Fund actually appropriated to 
that Service ? All this 1s true enough. 
But you are ſenſible that we can ſtretch a 
little farther in England, if there be _ 

| on, 


. 
fion, and the People will, no doubt, very 
freely contribute towards a War with 
France, if they ſee their Money more ho- 
neſtly applied than it has been in the 
Courſe of the preſent War with Spain. 
You are likewiſe very well ſatisfied that 
there has been a vaſt deal af Treaſure 
hoarded up femewhere within theſe 25 
Years; And can it be ſuppoſed, when all 
Europe is in a Flame, when three King- 
doms and an El----te lie at Stake, when 
the Balance of Power is kick'd ta the De- 
vil, and the Liberties of Europe are brought 
to the laſt Gaſp ; can it be ſuppoſed, I fay, 
that in ſo dangerous and critical a Con- 
juncture, the Poſſeſſor of ſo great a Trea- 


| ſure would keep it by him to ruſt and can- 


ker, and not diſburſe one ſingle Farthing 
to avert the Ruin of himſelf and his Fami- 
ly : To ſuggeſt any ſuch Thing would be 
the Heighth of Impudence and Ill-nature. 
Therefore, as it is reafonable ta imagine 
that this prodigious Wealth was gradually 
laid by to be employ'd in Time of Need, 
and as that Nay ſeems to be came at laft, 
ſo we can't doubt but that it will be pro- 
perly apply'd, atherwiſe it may ſoon be of 
no Uſe to any-body but the Proprietar's 

Enemies. 
This Reſſource would be a great Relief 
ta the People of * and keep Mat- 
| terd 
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ters together, while a much greater Reſ- 
ſource was growing up gradually, which 
would effectually enable us to bid Defiance 
to the whole Power of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, tho' we ſhould be left without one 
Aly in the World. 

If a private Man, poſſeſſed of a great E- 
ſtate, but at the ſame time deeply involved 
in Debt, and Part of his Eſtate mort- 
caged for the Payment of thoſe Debts ; if 
a Perſon in ſuch Circumſtances ſhould, 
nevertheleſs, neglect to improve one Half 
of that Eſtate, while the other Half was dai- 
ly finking in its Value, would not all his 
Neighbours look upon him as an Ideot or a 
Madman? Would not every Man of com- 
mon Senſe paſs this Judgment concerning 
him, that at the laſt, he muſt be forced to 
turn Bankrupt in a few Years ; but muſt be 
ruined immediately, if any large Demands 
come upon him ſuddenly ?--- Juſt fo is the 
Caſe of England.---We have indeed made an 
UNION with Scotland, the Articles of which 
are favourable enough to the Scots: But 
ſtill we have taken no Care to give proper 
Encouragement to the Trade and Objects of 
Commerce of that Nation. Yet this is 
not all: We have been guilty of a much 
greater Error in Politicks; and that is, 
keeping Ireland under, by cramping the 
Trade of that Kingdom; which — 

able 


"Ti 


able unjuſtifiable Conduct of England, has 


forced the 1r:1/þ to ſell the Product of their 


Country to our Enemies at Robin Hood's 


Penny-worths. 

Jam not inſenſible that fome fan- 
guine Party-men have taxed our immortal 
DELIVERER with having had a latent 
Defign. in paſſing the Act which diſabled 


the Lib from ſending their Moollen Manu- 
factures directly to Foreign Markets; but, 
for my Part, I can harbour no ſuch inju- 


rious Thought of that great Prince. It is 
true that he never loſt Sight of the Intereſt 


of his Native Country in any Part of his 


Conduct; but as he was a great Politician, 
can it be ſuppoſed that he imagined Hol- 
land would, of courſe, gain all the Ad- 
vantages which Ireland was debarr'd from 
by that Act? No, Sir, he had too much 
Senſe to imagine any ſuch Thing. The 
Dutch might, indeed, come in for a Share 
of the Triſb Wool, upon our prohibiting the 
Exportation of Woollen Goods from that 


Kingdom to foreign Markets, but it is evi- 


dent that a much greater Share of it muſt 
fall to the French, as France 1s infinitely 
better ſituated than Holland for carrying 
on a clandeſtine Trade with the 1: 
Therefore I am perſwaded that King 
William paſſed the Act in Queſtion, 
becauſe he foreſaw he could not poſſibly 

„ avoid 
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avoid it without exciting the Jealouſy of 
the Engliſh, who narrowly watched all 
his Steps, and ſometimes even thwarted him 
in Deſigns which would have greatly 
redounded to their Advantage, As we 
Have, to this very Hour, great Numbers 
of unthinking prejudiced People in this Na- 
tion, who imagine that every Advantage 
in Trade granted to ireland muſt of courſe 
prove a Detriment to England, notwith- 
ſtanding woeful Experience and the ſtar- 
ving Condition of our Woollen Manufac- 
turers Has convinced every Man of Com- 
mon Senſe of the contrary ; fo it is highly 
probable, that had King William refuſed 
his Aſſent to ſo unjuſt and impolitick an 
Act as that which knocked down the Mol- 
den Manufacturies in Ireland, he might 
have conjured up the Reſentments of the 
People of England againſt himſelf; he 
might have been exclaimed againſt for his 
Partiality to Ireland, and repreſented as a 
Prince that had no Regard to the Intereſt 
of a People who had ſo generouſly choſen 
him for their King. It is a common Ob- 
lervation with Foreigners, that tho' the 
£nghiſh excel in all Arts and Sciences, yet 
they are moſt unaccountably blind in Po- 
liticxs. Tam ſorry I muſt own that there 
is but too much Truth in this Remark : 
Were I inclined to illuſtrate it, 1 _—_ 


E 


could produce ſeveral glaring Inſtances of 


it out of certain Speeches made on Both Sides 


sf the Nueſtion about ſeven Years ago, when 
any Man with half an Eye might have ſeen 
through the Deſigns of France at that di- 
ſtance of Time; but I wave them, ſince 
the Eyes of the Nation ſeem to be open at 
laſt, and better late than never. How- 
ever, for the ſake of ſome People into whoſe 


Hands this Piece may fall, I ſhall come 
a little cloſer to the Point, and endeavour 


to argue them into a Senſe of their true In- 
tereſt, 
The Chief Objections againſt encoura- 


ving the Trade of Ireland, 1 1 take to be as 


follows. 

I, That Ireland is a conquer d Coun- 
try; and, therefore, has no Right to be 
indulged with the ſame Advantages in Trade 
as England enjoys. 

2dly, That ſuch an Encouragement 
would enable the Ir:iſþ to cut us out of 


the Woollen Trade in particular. 


zaly, That the Advantageous Situation 
of Ireland, and the Fertility of its Soil, 


would enable the Triſh to get the Start of 


us in all other Branches of Trade. And, 


4thly, That three Parts in four of the 


Triſh being Papiſts, it is very much to be 
feared that they would ſhake off their De- 


pendance 
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pendance on England, if we ſhould ſuffer 

them to grow rich. | 
As to Ireland's being a conquer d Coun- 
try, it is a Point which does not appear 
very clear to me, how glib ſoever it may 
go. down with many People, who love to 
take Things upon Truſt, becauſe it ſaves 
them the Labour of inquiring into them. 
I muſt indeed confeſs that the Letter of our 
Laws has made the Adherence of the Ro- 
man Catholicks of Ireland to King James II. 
after he left this Kingdom, a downright 
Rebellion : Nothing is more certain; but 
it is alſo as certain, that their Behaviour 
at that Time gained them the Eſteem of 
all Nations abroad, even of thoſe that 
fought againſt them, and had contributed 
moſt to the Revolution in Britain; for if 
ever any Rebellion could admit of alleviat- 
ing Circumſtances, that of the Iriſb a- 
bounded with them. They had taken a 
folemn Oath of Allegiance to King James, 
which they kept moſt inviolably as long as 
any further Reſiſtance in his Favour was 
practicable. Tho' King James had vio- 
lated his Coronation Oath in regard to the 
Proteſtants of England, He had not, done 
fo in regard to the Viſb Roman Catholicks, 
who, tho' we had elected a new King of 
England. did not think they had any legal 
Pretence for withdrawing the * 
they 


r 
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they had ſworn to the old King of Ireland; 
eſpecially when he was ſo far from having, 
in their Opinion, abdicated their Throne, 
that he Himſelf went over to head them 


in Perſon. To prove then to the [ih 


that the abdicating one Throne, was 2þſ6 
facto an Abdication of the other, we ought 
to have proved the Time and Manner, 
when and how we conquet'd their Coun- 
try; but this never was undertaken by a 
Civilian, nor ultimately decided here un- 
til many Years after the Rebellion, when 
Doctor * Molyneux's Book, proving that 
Ireland never had been conquer'd by Eng- 
land, received a categorical Anſwer from 
the Hand of the Common Hangman, by 


Order of our Legiſlature. That Order, 


no doubt, was a very juſt one, tho” it has 
not yet had all the Effects which ſo con- 
vincing an Argument deſerved, in removing 
the Scruples of the Proteſtants as well as 
the Papiſts of Ireland, relating to the Con- 
queſt of their Country. — Whoever im- 
partially weighs theſe Arguments (which 
I have borrowed from an Author, whoſe 


Writings, if I am not miſinformed, you 


had in great Eſteem, tho' you were not, 
perhaps, at Liberty to follow the good Ad- 


VICE 


A celebrated Proteſtant Civilian of reJand, and Father of the 


late Mr. Molyneux, who was Secretary to his preſent Majeſty when 


Prince of alas. His Book was intitled, The Caſs of Ireland. 
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vice they contained) and makes ſerious 
Reflections on the Nature of the Articles 
granted to the 1ri/h Roman Catholiks at Li. 
merick, will I believe, give up the Point, 
as to Jreland's being a conquer d Country, 
or; at leaſt, will ſet it down as a doubt- 
ful Queſtion. But granting that Ireland 
is a conquer'd Country, is that an Argu. 
ment that it ought to be treated as ſuch, 
if we find it our Intereſt to uſe it with In- 
dulgence and grant it the ſame Privileges 
and Advantages in Trade which the Eng. 
liſb enjoy? What if the Majority of the 
Iriſh are Roman Catholicks? is that a Rea- 
ſon why the Proteſtants of Ireland, moſt 
of whom are the Deſcendants of Engliſb- 
men, muſt be deprived of the natural Rights 
of Mankind and forfeit the Privileges of 
Freemen, becauſe their Anceſtors went o- 
ver and ſettled in a Country ſeparated from 
England only by a narrow Sea, In the 
Name of all that is good, where is the Po- 
licy, where is the Juſtice and Humanity of 
ſuch Conduct? Could any Thing be bet- 
ter contriv'd for uniting the Proteſtants and 
Papiſts of Ireland in one common Intereſt 
and way of Thinking, in order ta free 
themſelves from the Hardſhips which eve- 
ry reaſonable Man, every Friend to Li- 
berty, muſt confeſs they labour under? 


In 
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In anſwer to the ſecond Objection, That. 
the Iriſh would cut us out of the Woollen 


Trade, if wwe allowed them to export their 
Moollen Manufattures direttly to foreign 
Markets, T muſt obſerve; that all the Wooll 
that grows in the known World, is now 
worked up ſomewhere. or other, and that 
no Nation either burns it, or lets it periſh 
on their Hands : This is a Truth that will 
not admit of any Contradiction. How then 
can it be ſuppoſed that the 1r;þ would hurt 
England by a direct Exportation of their 
Woollen Manufactures to foreign Markets? 
Will any Man aſſert that they would buy 
up the greateſt part of the Wooll of Eng- 
land and manufacture it in their own Coun- 
try? But let us even ſuppoſe that this 
would be the Caſe, is it not better that 
they ſhould do fo than to let the French get 
it? Nay; is it not more eligible 20 brow 
even ALL our Trade into the Hands of the 
Iriſh, than to let the French run away with 


the Trade sf both Kingdoms? But Sir, there 


is no Reaſon to fear that the 1r:þ would 


cut us out of the Moollen Trade by granting 
them ſuch an Indulgence as I am ſpeaking 
of, Every Pack of Wooll that the French get 
from theſe Kingdoms enables them to work 
up one or two Packs of their own Wooll, 


according as they want to make the Goods 
coarſer or finer, for in ſome. ſorts of Goods 


G they 


* 
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they mix two thirds of our Wooll with one- 
third of their own, and they alſo work up 
aur Wool! without any Mixture of. theirs: 
Hence it is plain, that if the Viſb manufac- 
tured all their own Wooll, they could not 
do us half the damage the French actually 
do us, if we can call it a Damage to let 
our Fellow Subjects deprive our Enemies 
of fo valuable a Branch of Trade. But here 
it may be objected again, that the allowing 
the 7r:jb a free Exportation of their Wool- 
len Manufactures to Foreign Markets, will 
not effef#ually prevent the running of Wooll 
from Treland to France and other Coun- 
tries, and that it will ſtill be run from Eng- 
land in as large Quantities as heretofore. 
I grant that the taking off the Probibition 
on Treland will not put an immediate nor an 
effetuai ſtop to the Running of Wooll from 
that Kingdom; but I hepe no Man will 
have Braſs enough to deny, that it will be 
the means of keeping very large Quantities 
of it at home; and for that very Reaſon we 
ought to take off the Prohibition as ſoon 
poſſible. Notwithſtanding the unjuſt Re- 
ftraint laid upon Ireland in This as well as 
in other Articles, there are many publick+ 
ſpirited Gentlemen in that Kingdom who 
do their utmoſt to diſcharge the deſtructive 
Practice of ſelling the Wooll to Foreigners, 
through a Senſe of the Dangers with which 
we 
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we are all threatned from France, who ne- 
ver could have rifen to fo exorbitant a Pitch 
of Grandeur without the Help of our 
Wool : But their laudable Endeavours turn 
to little Account, their Number being but 
inconſiderable in compariton of thoſe who 
are for making the beſt of a bad Market, 
as they call it; and, indeed, as Mat- 
ters ſtand at preſent, 1 make it an even 
Queſtion, whether the French would not 
get the Wooll of thefe Kingdoms in as | 
Quantities as ever, ſhould the Jriſb be even 
{o doeile and good natured as to bring over 
all their Wooll to England? For theſe Rea- 
ſons I muſt till inſiſt upon it, that the firſt 
Step towards recovering the Woollen Trade, 
1s to re-eſtabliſh the Moollen Manufatturies 
in Ireland: The greateſt part of the Gains 


of the Jriſßh muſt in the long Run center in 


England; conſequently, no Man that is 
not a Penſioner to France, or a downright | 
Ideot, can heſitate a Moment which Side | 
of the Queſtion to take. Then in order to, 
put an intire Stop to the Exportation of 
our Wooll, we muſt have an Urrverfal Re- 
giſtry, managed by independent Perſons, up- 
on ſome ſuch Plan as hath been laid down 
by Mr. Webber : But if ſuch a Scheme as 
that honeſt, publick- ſpirited Gentleman 
has formed, cannot be put in Execution, 


ve muſt even come to a Reſolution (whe- 


G 2 ther 
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| ther we engage abroad in Defence of the 
Ballance of Power, or not) 0 forbid all 
Manner of Trade with France ; and if ſhe 
declares War againſt us upon this Account, 
we mult then likewiſe reſolve never 70 ſheath 
the Swword till we have eitber ruined her or 
deſtroyed our ſelves. As a total Prohibition 
of Trade with France would render it very 
difficult for her to come at our Wooll, and 
as we ſhould likewiſe fave a tall Sum every 
Year that goes away to the French, as Bal- 
lance in Trade for Things which we can 
very well do without, there is no room to 
doubt that a War with her would be the 
Conſequence of our going in earneſt about 
this Buſineſs; and, yet, if we don't take 
it in Hand, and very ſoon too, it is de- 
monſtrable, as Matters now ſtand on the 
Continent, that we cannot expect to pre- 
ſerve our Independency above a Year or two 
at moſt. 

Now, Sir, if we ſhonld be ſucceſsful in 
fuch a War, I hope no Peace will be made 
with France without ſtipulating ſome ſuch 
Conditions as follow in the Treaty, ag a 
farther Security to the Woollen Trade. 

" iſt, That no Britiſh or Triſh Wooll ſball 
be enterable in any Part of the French Dos 
minton whatever. 

2dly, That any of his moſt Chriftion Ma- 
Hy ys 8 uy s convicted of 6 Buying on recci- 

ving 


LS. 
ving ſuch Wooll directiy or indirectiy, to be 
puniſhed with the Gallies during Life. 


_ 3dly, That tbe Ship ar Veſſel, © whether. 


Britiſh, French, or of any other. Nation, 


bringing ſuch Wooll from Britain or Ireland, 
or receiving the ſame from any other Ship 


er Veſſel at Sea, be immediately ſeized and 
delivered up with all her Crew to-the Admi- 
ralty of GREAT BRITAIN. 


_ -- 4thly, That any underband Conni vance, 
or Encourggement-in the French Court for 


the Importing ſuch Wooll, or the Refuſing 


Satisfaction to BRITAIN, when demanded, 


ſhall be taken and deemed as a downright 
Violation of the Treaty, and a juſt Ground 
for a War. | 

I now come to the third Objection a- 
gainſt allowing Ireland a Free Trade, i. e. 
That if us take off the Reſtraint laid upon 


that Kingdom, its natural Fertility joined 


to its advantagious Situation, will enable 
the Iriſh to get the Start of us in all other 
Branches of Trade.---This Objection may 
carry ſome Weight with it, in the Opi- 
nion of many honeſt well-meaning People, 
who ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by the Knaviſh Nonſenſe of M—1 Tools, 
French Emiſſaries, and Wooll-Runners : But 
for my Part, I can't conceive that the al- 
lowing the Triſh a Free Trade would any way 


hurt our own Trade, What I have already 


advanced 


\ 
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advanced in regard to the Woollen Manu 
facturies, may partly ſetve as an Anſwer 
to this Objection; to which I muſt add, 
that the allowing 1reland a Free Trude in 
all other Articles, would rather increaſe 
than any vy ay diminiſh the Demand: for our 
Corn, Coals, Tin, Lead, all forts of Hard- 
Ware, Clocks, Watches, Sc. GS. 
The 4th Objection is, J hat if we ſuffer 
Ireland 7 grow rich, ſhe will frat off her 
endance on England. ---- Here is a moſt 
formidable Objection indeed, according to 
ſome People's way of Thinking; but in my 
Opinion, it is al r as weak, if not 
weaker than the reſt. That the Iriſh might 
be tempted, in their preſent Circumſtance, to 
thake off the Yoke, is what would not in 
the leaſt ſurprize me, becanfe they might 
exfily be prevailed upon to believe that their 
Condition would be mended, by a Change, 
hut never could alter for the worſe ; but 
that ſuch a Deſign would enter into the 
Heads of the Jiſb, when trading upon an 
equal Footing with Engliſimen, and enjoying 
all the civil and religious Rights, and Li- 
berties that we enjoy, is what cannot be 
ſuppoſed with the leaſt Air of Probability, 
unleſs we take it for granted, that the Mo- 
ment they grow Wealthy, they will of 
Courſe loſe their Senſes. Hewever, there 


4 a OP to prevent any ſuch Danger _— 
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mat Quarter ; and that is, to take che i 
into the Union, to make them but one 
People with us, and allow them the ſame 
Number of Repreſentatives in the Britiſb 
Parliament as Scotland has, which Repre- 
ſentatives will be as ſo many Hoſtages for 
their Fidelity. But to won. 2 little cloſer 
to the Point, I aſk what Advantages the 


Jriſh could propoſe to themſelves by a Breach” 


with England, after putting them upon the 
fame Footing with ourſelves in Point of 


Trade? Would they ſet up a ng of their 


own, or give themſelves 12 ſome foreign 


Power. ---- If the former, they would do 


as much Damage to themſelves as to En- 
gland; becauſe our Enemies muſt needs 


reap en, eat Benefits from a Diſcunion, or a 


tween England and Ireland: And as 
— their calling in any foreign Power, it is 
down-right Madneſs to ſuppoſe they ever 
will do fo, when we deal juſtly and equit- 
ably by them ; for what Fe oreigners can we 
find but what are Slaves to their Sovereigns ? 
And could the Tr: expect that any foreign 
Prince would treat them better than he does 
his own Subjects? He might, indeed, make 
them ſuch Promiſes ; but it is demonſtrable 
that he could not perform them without 
giving his old Subjects a Handle to demand 
the ſame of him, which few Princes are in- 


clined to grant by fair Means, 


4 


[48 ] 
I am thoroughly ſenſible how needleſs it 
is to preſs this Argument any farther to a 
Man of your great Experience and natural 
Parts ; yet for the Sake of the Ignorant, and 
the prejudiced Part of this Nation, which 
I am afraid is ſtill very numerous, notwith- 
ſtanding the great Calamities we already 
feel, and the much more dreadful Evils that 
will inevitably enſue, if not prevented by a 
ſpeedy Altefation of Meaſures ; I ſhall in- 
ſert here the Sentiments of Sir William Petty 
on this Subject, and hope they will have 
due Weight with every honeſt Briton, as 
he was an Engliſbman, was Clerk of the 
Council to Oliver Cromwell, and in his Time, 
perhaps, better acquainted than any Man 
with the State of Ireland, and the Genius, 
Temper and Diſpoſition of its Inhabitants, 
* It is abſurd, fays this Author, that 
* Engliſhmen born, ſent over into Ireland 
© by the Commiſſion of their own King, 
© and there ſacrificing their Lives for their 
King's Intereſt, and ſucceeding in his Ser- 
© vice, ſhould therefore be accounted Aliens, 
Foreigners, and alſo Enemies, ſuch. as 
© were the 1r:/þ before Henry the Seventh's 
© Time; whom if an Engliſbman had 
* then killed, he had ſuffered nothing for 
© it; for it is but Indulgence and Conni- 
| © vance; 


* See his Political Survey of Ireland, wrote in the Vent 
1672. 


l 


e yance, that now the ſame is not till 
in Force, For ſuch formerly was the 
Condition of 1riſhmen; and that of Eng- 


« Iiſhmen is now the fame, otherwiſe than 


gas Cuſtom has relieved them. 


© Tt is abſurd that the Inhabitants of ; 


Ireland, naturally and neceflarily bound 


© to obey their Sovereign, ſhould not be 


permitted to know how, or what the 


* ſame is, z, e. Whether the Parliament 
* of England, or that of Ireland, and in 
* what Caſes the one, and in what the o- 


* ther, which Uncertainty is or may be 
made a Pretence for any Diſobedience.” 


© It is abſurd that Engliſhmen in Ireland 


* ſhould either be Aliens there, or elſe to 
© be bound to Laws, in the making where- 
* of they are not repreſented.” 


© It is abſurd if the Legiſlative Power 


© be in Ireland, that the final Judgment of 
© Cauſes between Man and Man, ſhould 
© be in England, vis. the Writs of Error 
* ſhould remove Cauſes out of Jreland, to 
the King's Bench in England. That the 
final Determination of Admiralty Cauſes, 


* and of ſome Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, ſhould 


© be alſo ended in England; nor that Men 
* ſhould know whether the Chancery of 
England have Juriſdiction in Ireland, and 
* Whether the Decrees of Chancery in one 


©. Chancery can be executed in the other. 
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© As for Inconveniencies, it is one, that 
we ſhould do to Trade between the two 
Kingdoms, as the Spaniards in the Weſt 
Indies do to all other Nations; for which 
Cauſe all other Nations have War with 
them there.” 

* And that a Ship trading from Ireland 
into the Iſlands of America, ſhould be 
forced to unlade the Commodities ſhipt 
for Ireland in England, and afterwards 
bring them home; thereby neceſſitating 
the Owners of ſuch Goods to run unne- 
ceſſary Hazard and Expence.” 
© It is inconvenient that the ſame King's 
Subjects ſhould pay Cuſtoms as Aliens, 
paſſing from one part of the fame their 
own King's Teritories to another.” 
If both Kingdoms were under one 
Legiſlative Power and Parliament, the 
Members whereof ſhould be proportion- 
able in Power and Wealth of each Nation, 
there would be no Danger ſuch a Parlia- 
ment ſhould do any thing to the preju- 
dice of the Engliſb Intereſt in Ireland ; 
nor would the 1r:/þ ever complain of Par- 
tiality, when they ſhall be freely and 
proportionably repreſented in all Legiſla- 
tures.” | | 
If it be for the Good of England to 
keep Ireland a diſtinft Kingdom, why do 
not the predominant Party in Parliament 
= (ſuppoſe 


| 544] 

© ({uppoſe the Weſtern Members) make Eng- 
and beyond Trent another Kingdom, 
under Commerce, and take Tolls and 
© Cuſtoms upon the Borders? Or why was 
there ever Union between England and 
Wales, the good Effects and Fruits where- 
© of were never queſtion'd? And why may 
© not the entire Kingdom of England be 
© farther cantonized, for the Advantage of 
© Parties.” | 

Had this Author's Notions been followed 
after the Reſtoration, it would have faved 
Britain all the Blood and Treaſure which 
it coſt her to ſubdue Ireland at the Revolu- 
tion; for had that Kingdom been then - 
nited with England, it would in all proba- 
bility, notwithſtanding the Majority of the 
Inhabitants were Roman Catholicks, have 


happy Event as Scotland did : We ſhould 
alſo have ſaved a great many Millions Ster- 
ling which France has fince robb'd us of; 
and it would alſo have been attended with 
this other good Conſequence, that the 


' Houſe of Bourbon would either have had 


no 1riſh Regiments at all in her Service, or 
elſe that the few ſhe might have got would 
have long fince dwindled away to nothing ; 
for, as the 1ri/h would have found full Em- 
ployment and comfortable Bread at home, 
it would have been a very difficult Matter 
7 177 | for 
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for France to get Recruits enough to keep 
up a Body of them in her Service to threat- 
en the A# of Settlement, Beſides, we 
ſhould have been in a Condition to force 
her to diſband thoſe Regiments in ſpite of 
her Teeth. | 

Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the good Effects 
that would have flowed from our making 
an Union with Ireland after the Reftoration, 
and the ſame Effects will flow from ſuch a 
Step in the preſent dangerous Conjuncture, 
which renders it much more neceſſary than 
when Sir William Petty wrote. Upon ſuch 
Conditions the 1r:/þ would in a little Time 
be able to pay equal Taxes with England; 
and thus, in a few Years after a Peace, a 
Fund might be ſet apart, out of the joint 
Revenues of both Kingdoms, ſufficient for 
paying off the national Debts, perhaps in 
ten or fiveteen Years at moſt: and in the 
mean. time, a vigorous War may be carried 
on againſt France, without running a great 
deal deeper in Debt. But if we engage in 
ſuch a War, without taking this Buſineſs 
in Hand immediately, Beggary and Slave- 
ry muſt be our Portion, for which neither 
God nor Man will pity us, ſince we have 
the Means at Hand for our Relief. You 
have ſufficiently diſplay d your great Power 
and Influence, in many Things which 
have neither redounded to the —_— wa 


Glory 


Hp: =: 
Glory of his M----y, nor in the leaſt to the 
Profit and Advantage of Great Britain; 
and will you now decline to exert that ſame 
Power and Influence upon an Occaſion in 
which you will meet with no Oppoſition 
from any honeſt ſenſible Man? Will you 
let ſlip the Opportunity of attoning for all 
your paſt Errors in Politicks, and makin " 
yourſelf the Darling of a People, whoſe 
good Nature and Generoſity make them 
but too apt to forget all Injuries, as ſoon 
as they ſee their Oppreſſors relent and re- 
ſolve to purſue nothing but their true Intereſt 
for the future? If you really deſign to retire + 
from Buſineſs, what could redound more 
to your Honour and Glory, than to cloſe your 
Adminiſtration with a Step which would 
make your Name ſhine in the Annals of Bri- 
tain, and render your Memory ſweet in the 
Noſtrils of Poſterity, who would gratefully 
remember that you had been the main In- 
ſtrument in bringing That to bear which 
rendered the Britiſh Empire the moſt pow- 
erful and flouriſhing in the Univerſe. 
When you do ſo, you may then give your 
Country Leave to draw her Sword againſt 
her hereditary, inveterate Foe, without being 
under any Concern about H. If France 
meets with Succeſs on that Side, I dare 
ſay ſhe will be ſo ſick of the Lay in 
another Quarter as to be glad to compound 
| with 
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with us upon any Terms at the Wind- 
ing up af the Bottom: But whether ſhe 
carries her Point there, or not, for God's 
fake, let not a felfiſh, narrow Way of 


thinking ever bring the Intereſt of a little 
1 by Territory, that lies expoſed to the 


ſults of all its Neighbours, in competi- 


tion with that of three great Kingdoms, 


the beſt ſituated in the World for Trade, 


and bleſs'd with the moſt valuable Objects 
of Commerce in the whole Globe. 


Before I conclude, I will ſuppoſe that 
France has made fure of almoſt all the 


Princes of Germany ; that ſhe has likewiſe 


a great Influence in Ruffia ; that the Dutch 


will be bullied into a Neutrality; that 
nothing is to be expected from Portugal; 
that the King of Sardinia muſt then, of 
Courſe, chime in with her Meaſures ; and 
that the Cardinals Plan of Pacrfication and 
Partition of the Auſtrian Succeſſion will in- 
fallibly take place: Suppoſing, I fay, 
that all this will certainly come to pals, 
what muſt we do in ſuch a Caſe ?---Why, 
Sir, we muſt immediately bid adieu to 
H----; there is no Medium: Ve muſt 
purſue the Meaſures I have recommended 
in regard to Scotland and Tre/and, and brave- 
ly reſolve to ſtand upon our own Bottom, 
Whatever becomes of the Ballance of Power 
in Europe, if we behave like Britons, we 

ſhall, 
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| ſhall, in all Human Probability, hold the 


Ballance of Power in America, But if we 
ſuffer our Hands to be tied by a foreign 
Concern, we muſt expect to loſe not only 
That in the End, but likewiſe to ſee our 
Trade ſwallowed up by France, and our 


Colonies making the beſt Terms they can 


with the Enemy. 


Submitting theſe looſe, indigeſted Hints 


to your ſuperior Judgment, and heartily 
wiſhing that you may make a right Uſe of 
them if you continue in Power: I remain, 


* 


SIR, 
Jan. 20, Dur moſt Humble and 
1741-2. Moft Obedient Servant, 
BRITANNICUS, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SIX, 

0 Ince my finiſhing this Piece, I find it 
neceſſary to add a few Lines concern- 

ing the late Succeſs of the Auſtrian Arms. 
| Whoever knows any Thing of France's 
Fineſſes, cannot but be perſwaded that ſhe 
is now uſing her utmoſt Addreſs and Cun- 
ning in order to ſtave off a War with Great 
Britain. the French Miniſtry ſee that the 
whole Britiſh Nation loudly exclaim againſt 
your abandoning the Queen of Hungary and 
leaving the Ballance of Power to ſhift for 
itſelf; they are likewiſe ſenfible how much 
the Affair of Dux KIR ſticks in our Sto- 
machs, and how highly diſſatisfied we are 
with the Management of the Spaniſb War: 
They alſo know that Numbers are pretty 
well balanced in the Senate, and no doubt 
begin to dread that Britons may make a 
bold Puſh before it be too late. In ſuch 
a Conjuncture it is not improbable that the 
Cardinal may think it prudent to pull in his 
Horns a little, and contrive Matters ſo as 
to let the Auſtrians gain ſome Ground this 
- | Winter, 


POSTSCRIPT 


may not be quite ſo much allarmed at the 
ill poſture of the Queen of Hungary's Af- 


fairs. If the preſent favourable Turn in 


that Princeſs's Affairs, back'd by ſome of 
thoſe powerful Arguments which you fo 
well know how to uſe in private, ſhould 
make Britons regardleſs of the Ballance of 
Europe, for a little while, ſuppoſing only 
'till the Rifrhg of the Parliament, France's 
Buſineſs is done effectually, and our Re- 
preſentatives will have little or nothing to 
do at their next M---g, if ever they m 
again. | 

Suppoſing the Auſtrians ſhould eyen be 
ſo fortunate as to make a Conqueſt of all 
Bavaria before the Spring; if the Queen 
of Hungary is left alone, France and her 
Allies may, notwithſtanding all their Suc- 
ceſs, be in Poſſeſſion of Vienna itſelf before 
Midſummer, if they pleaſe to exert them- 
ſelves vigorouſly. You are very ſenſible 
that France alone is much more than a 
Match for the Houſe of Auſtria; therefore 
we have all the Reaſon imaginable to ex- 
pect that the late Succeſs of the Queen of 


Hungary's Arms will be ſo far from making 


you leſs vigilant in ſupporting the Liberties 
of Europe, that you will rather immediately 


ſeize this Opportunity for throwing the 


Weight of Great Britain into the lighteſt 


1 Scale, 


Winter, to the End that the Britiſh Nation 
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Scale, before the French and Bavarians 
have a Leiſure to turn the Tables again 
upon that unfortunate Princeſs. 

I remember when the late Emperor 
was engaged alone againſt the whole Power 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, one of your hire- 
ling Advocates told us, That the Balance of 
Europe was in no Manner of Danger, and 
that ſhould even Helland become a Province to 
France, the Crown of Great Britain would, 
nevertheleſs, fit fafe and ſecure on his Ma- 
jeſty's Head. Now, Sir, what this Writer 


ſaid muſt either be true or falſe: If falſe, 


it follows that Britain is now under a 
much greater Neceſſity to afiſt the Houſe 


of Auſtria than ſhe was at that Time: But if 


he ſpoke nothing but the Truth, then you 
have no Excuſe under the Sun for not reſent- 
ing the Reparation of Dunkirk, and reveng- 
ing the Inſult ſo lately offered to your Coun- 
try by the French Court's taking the Spaniſh 
Squadron under her Protection and convoy- 
ing the King of Sparn's Forces to Italy. 
Whether you are dextrous enough to break 
both the Horns of this Dilemma, is more 
than I can tell: But permit me to repeat 
it once more to you, that if the Interpoſi- 
tion of Britain alone can be of no effectual 
Service to the Queen of Hungary, and that 
we can't get any Ally to join us in ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Work, you ought, nevertheleſs, 

to 


POSTSCRIPT. 


to let us looſe at France in our own Cauſe, 
before we are brought too low to look that 
ambitious deſigning Nation in the Face : Or 
if we are already reduced to ſo deplorable a 
Condition, be ſo ingenuous as to let us 


know it from the beſt Authority; to the. 


End that we may fit down contented, and 
wait our Doom with Refignation to the 
Will of Heaven, after we have firſt reward- 
ed the Author of our Miſery according to his 
Merits, 
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